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'south f. 'It: of tlit.- Chlcksihoiuhiy. 'us
luift u( supplies at Wi'ttl I"*»tlit lui* iliK
been «¦ ttt. and it did seem (<» mo thai
l»\ forcing him to icit.ain on tin1 imrth
side uf tli<- Chickaliomint his capture
would have Im-vh certain. s«m ¦« li'-rc
tit the Peninsula. IVrhaps his offer
ot surrender wunltl have been oil the
v.nne strtiumi at Yorktown, wIii'It lion-

. eral Cornwallis sui'rcmli'i'ed to tSen-
Jernl Wsishingtou. I have been In-
t'orine.l that the task of preventing hihi

! from crossing to the suAth side was
assigned to i ieneral McUruder. Again
the fniluri of lienorst! llugt-i to carr>
oiit *!eiiei°al IjOc'h unlet .s to intercept
'lieticral MoClollan on his r«*t resit to
Harrison's Landing on the James*. I

'inn tohl that lie stated his failure was
iln<? to a swollen stream. W'hsit was

, that «ompsired u> our fording 'he Po-
tomsic Uiter up to our armpits hoth at
l.eesburgr. V:i.. siinl Wlllisunsport. Mil.,
durinu the forced niiireh at the begin¬
ning of tlii- Maryland campaign.
Again tiinvral Stusirt trying to cap¬

tor. the whole Yankee sirmy in their
demoralised eoiulitiou at Harrison's
Landing with a small force of his csiv-
silry. instesid of notifying Heneral l>ee
of the d< moralized condition of the'
enemy. Attain Jackson took the wrong
rosid to Harrison's Landing, and hud]
to counter-march for several miles,
This consumed most valuable time. Had
it not been for these three blunder*
after McClellan crossed to the south I
side of the Chickahomiuy he would
have been bagged and forced to stir-
render.
My next letter will be my experience

sis a soldier In tin- Civil War from
.Malvern Hill. KroderieUsburg. Chsiti-
cellorsvillc. capture of Harper's l*Vrry, jCedar Mountain, Hristoe Station, the
Maryland and Pennsylvania Campaigns. i
three days sit Gettysburg, Wilderness. ;Sr»-otsyl'-ani:i Courthouse. Second Cold
Harbor, the siege of Petersburg, and!
my capture attci the evacnatioii of
Hicliiuoud and Petersburg, on the re-jtreat to Appomattox Courthouse, myincarceration at Point Lookout. Mil..
my expcriipice of prison life, incidents
and happenings before and after myrelease in June. 1S6.">. and homeward!bound by steamer to Richmond.

J. A. CHADDOCK.
Company CI. Twenty-second Hattsilion jVirginia Volunteers. Infantry Fields

Hrigade, A. I'. Hill Di.vision.
Dsinvilte, Vn.
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Genealogical Notes
Queries and Answelrs

\<ldren* nil eommunleatloBM to
(.cnctiloglcnl lalltor, The Tlinrn-
DInpiiIcIi.

To all those readers whose interest
in this tprosalc column seems ever to
weaken, we tender a Christmas greet- jing, and the hope that they all may
have a merry Christmas and a happy.Si w Year.
We wish we had the authenticated

genealogy of Santa Claus to give them.
but as we have not, we csin only say
that St. Nicholas was an early bishop
of Myra. in I .vein. Asia Minor. He has
over been a popular saint in the Uoman
and lireek Churches. His feast day
fell on lieeeniber smd it was the
custom to celebrsitc it elaborately in
th'* Kngllsh public schools, the solem¬
nities lasting till December 20. It has jbeen for ages the custom in Kuropean
counties to keep St. Nicholas Kve by t
placing gifts in the shoes and stock-
ings of children. This old custom has
foi centuries been transferred to jChristmas Kve. and the transferred ,saint is known as Santa Claus. from
the Hutch Sunt Nicola us.
To the Christian world, however, tt

|S ihe wonderful gift of the Habo <>'
Kethleheni that sanctities its Christmas ;
offerings.

It mnv be interesting to those who
care for gem-aloiry to see now good
genealogies are written, and by the
permission of l»r. William Campbell'
Posey, r.f Philadelphia, we are going
.o run in this column his careful in¬
vest igs'.t ions on the Posey fsi.mil>.

Pone j".
I If an> of our readers can throw fur-

i her light on the Pose> family we will
b< glsul to publish it.- I'd. |
The history of the Pennsylvania

Post y family, as 1 know it. was laid
it> Kast Vincent Township, of Chester
Count v. Pa., and the Rrownbaek Church
is the very center. In this graveyard
my great grandfather lies burled, a
st >no in ifood onkr nuirkinK liis Kra\
William Posey was born in 17..0 and
died in 1X21, at the age of sixty-two.
Along side of this stone there is one
of his wife, Susanna, who was born
in it;.S and died in 1M0. at the age
of eighty-two. There is si grave
adjoining these, about the same agt.
and marked "J. P.." presumably John
Posev. Who John Posey was, however.
I have no accurate knowledge. -s'ot
'sir from these two stones is the tomb

their son. Willlflni Posey, who was
t.orh in 1790 and died in 1S43, and of
¦..trah Posey, his wife, who was born
in 179U and died in lXi'i©. Tills Sarah
Posey was a Hoot, and tny father,
I-avid P.oot Posey, was one of the chil-
droti of William and Sarah Posey..
W. C. p. j

..T inclose report of search ;n Charles
County. Md.. which may be a solution
of the ancestry of William Posey, but
larks positive confirmation. I just re¬
ceived it in time t<# copy it for you
this morning, and really have not fully
digested it m>self yet. I-It shows a William Posey, son of
Thomas, of Charles County. Mil., who
>.s practically disinherited by his father
in will dated 1 Mm. This Thomas was
a son ..t John, who died in 17.V.>. by jeoond wife. Kll/aneth. and this John,
i. a former wife. Susanna, had a son.
liumphrey. who is mentioned in his
v ill. who wsis born in HlxO. Thomsis.
therefore, a lialf-brother. might have
been considerably younger -must have
heon t.. live to ls<b>. The latter date

..t Sl, far astray for tin father of
William if be was one of the younger
. hildron. and he is the his; mentioned
of ten children. His being cut off with
.1 shilling and no more" may have been
becsiu.-e ..f his marriage to a Herman
gifl, sis Sussiuna Keller certain'% was.
Those early Maryland planters were
t.; c.-ivalier stock, proud as l.ucifer.
and William's marriage out of their
ci.ste .nay have been very displeasing.
'1 be records seem to be in very bad
-1 ape. We could get record of deeds

Annapolis, but if this is our Wil-
liam. and lie inherited nothing. I doInot see how that would help any. Ket
me know wis at > oti think of it.". K.ly.

t.'ttb no ret'ord lnis been found
William Posey in Chester < ounty

j.rio: to lus purchase oi thv I-!' acres
of land of his fatber-in-lavt in 17S!'.

i His o:\nie appears on the t;ix list of
ov«ntr> township in 17kC« sis .'WilliamI Posee." lie was born, without doubt,
Virginia in the year 17.1s or 17.">'J. as

! is tombstone in the graveyard at
p.rownliack's I'hurch gives his age sit

, his death, in March, 1X21. as sixty-two
\ e»rs. and that .»!' hi- wife. Susannah
'Kellar. as eighty-two sit her «le:ith. hi

i ^ le.
, lie retained only thirty-three and one-

itif acres of the I J'.i a.-res at his deathI :ii 1X21, though we Had V»ut one deed
I on record by which he conveyed any partthereof, siicl this was but fourteen and1 three-quarter acres, which he and his
wife, Susannah, by deed dated May 3,IV.'l, Heed Hook b No. 2, p. 13!», con¬
voyed to Henry Orubb.

lie ,-ccms to have been a man of

'V r(- -l'-' tiA

good standing in the community, and
olUcinteii us administrator. executor

.;>inl trustee iii th« wttlcnipnt of a c.reatj number nt' estates.--Kly.

issued ith .Muntil. 1 IMi'J.
Tuken from Warrents Issued for Stir-

vcyu, ami Surveys made, for 1'atentlngI.inil. In Virginia. ax recorded in Ilic
State House at Richmond, Va. 1*1 bur
?>. folio I2H. t.ibor for 17X2-17SI5.

IMttsylvaiila County, Va.. iK'ccnilicr
II. 177;!.Surveyed for Humphrey[l'osey I>0 ii.'res of laud on (lit* south

.side of Smith River, hounded as fol-
lows, via.: hegiunltig ut a beech on
the river hank and by the line thereof.
etc. tmects ami tin* bounds given i. .and
defining that tin' lieu crosses a branch
to a pine, on a high clitT of rocks, and
up the river to starting, etc.

.Itil IN DON A U)Si IN.
Surveyor.

Taken from Virginia l.and Patents,
dating from lt!'J3. as recorded in the
State Mouse, in Richmond, Va.:
Benjamin Harrison, Ksi|.,
Governor of the Commonwealth

of Virginia:Know that in conslcleration of the
ancient composition of CI sterling paidby Humphrey l'osey to the Treasurer
of this Commonwealth, there Is grantedb> this Common wealth unto Humphreyl'osey 1S5 acres of land, as surveyedand dated. It-H liroember, 177:5. lyingin the County of I'ittsyIvania. on the
south side of Smith River. beginning' at
a beech on the river hank, etc.
To have and to hold unto said

Humphrey l'osey ami his heirs forever.
Witnessed and seal, atlixed at Rich¬

mond 1st June. I7s'2.
J.iber G, folio I a her from 17S2-

17S 3.
Benjamin Harrison, Ksi|.
Governor of this i.'ommonwealtli.

of Virginia:Know that in consideration of the
ancient composition of .% shillings paidby Humphrey l'osey into the Treasuryol this Commonwealth of Virginia,there is granted by the said Common-
wealth unto said Humphrey l'osey,thirty acres of land by surveying hear¬
ing dab- 22d October, 17<»«!. and beingir. the County of Henry, Va.. on the
north side of Smith River. beginningrt Mulberry tree on the hank of the
river supposed t«> stand where Gray's
survey comes, thence down tlio river, as
It mentidcrings, et'". (The bounds not
given.) Wltnesceth that the said
Humphrey l'osey, to hold to him and
his heirs forever.

Witnessed by Benjamin Harrison,Governor of this Commonwealth of
Virginia, in Richmond, 1st June, 17S2.

11KNJ AMI NT IIA it R1SON.
Note..1 tind no warrant for survey

or the record of the survey.
Taken from lirst census of UnitedStates. 17 f«0.
Heads of families at tine first censusof the United States taken in the vearI7'.X».
Records of ihe State, t-numeruted17S'_' to 17S5.
Note- The census of 17!'0 of Virginiahas been destroyed in some way. Thisis from other records of enumerationsfound in the State House in Rich¬

mond. anil composing but pa--t of tin-
State of Virginia.I think about thirty-seven counties.

Fairfax County. Vn.yJohn l'osey.nine members of family, one black.
The above is about 17.S2-S3.
Fairfax County, Vn.: John Cose:,nine white souls, two dwellings, fourother buildings.
Tills is the sccond c nilmerit Iion in17S4-Su.
Halifax County. Va.: Allison l'osey.!eight white souls, one dwelling, oneouthouse
Tills is the I782-S3 enumeration.New Kent County, Va.: John I'. I'o-I

scy. four white souls, eighteen blacks.!This is 17S2-S3 enumeration
New Kent County, Va.: John I'riceI'oscj.four white souls, one dwelling.!thirteen other buildings.Note.The above is all the l'oseyfamilies given.

Abstract of tiie last will and testa-
inent of Humphrey l'osey. late ofCharlcb County. Mil., deceased.

Date of will. March 13, i7.v:t: date1"f probate, February "s. 17s I: execu-
tor. ISenjamin Maiidox: witnesses,l.eonaril Maddox. Benjamin Maddox.
To each of iiis children I'riep. I!en-.iamin, Klizabeth, Been, Faster, Mary,Sarah. Ann and Roger l'osey lie be-

j >iueths "oik- shilling and :i.> more"1
"ami tlx- remaining purl of my estate
. luavi' to my beloved wife Mary Posey.
at her death to my sun Wheeler Posey*
ajnl if lie should <lir with.I'll arc to
my still lto$;er. l.aslly I appoint ItenJ
M.tddox to he Kxectilor and .Mluiliiis-
t I'a I or.

i Signed i
"ML'All'UUHY (his mark) I'OSKY."
I hereby certify that the aforeitolim

is a true abstract of the will «.( Hum¬
phrey Posey as appears from (he!
Records of ihis ollivc, i. e., ->f Hie or-|

j phuus Court of Charles County. Mil.
In teslimotiy whereof I hereunto set

my liaml ami alllx the Seal of the or¬
phans t'ourl of i.'liiirles County. Mil.,
this llrst da;, of-April, I'.mu.

I'. KltXliKT SASSi'li:.
Register of Wills for Charles County.

] I >oy lestow 11. Pa.. Kehruary I. I'.iin.
I >r. William Cnnipli'MI Posey. Corner

Twoiily-lirst ami Chestnut Streets,
Philadelphia. I'a.

Hear Doctor:
Yours of January .'!1 received. I '¦ce

you're riuht ahoul William Posey's
name appeariiiK on the census list of
Charles County In 17ld>. I inclose a
full lisi of, the I'oscys on these lists
in both Maryland and Virginia, vhicli
.shows that tlo re were twenty-on-- fam¬
ilies of I'osey in Chat l< s County. Mil.,
comprisihi; twent>-live males ov« r six¬
teen years of ano, thirty-three males
under sixteen am) forty-nino fenciles of
all a^es. The family of William I'o.-ey
'.onsisied of himself, two ,males under
isix'een. and three females. This looks
as if he was the William mentioned in

itlie will of his father, Thomas Posey,
in 17!»S. as on*- of a youneer generation
would not have that number of children.
¦lie UliKilt, however. be a son of one of]
the brothers of Thomas, who removed
from Charles County some time later,

'<if whose will we have 110 record. It
looks to me, however, as if we v/puld
have to look elsewhere for ancestry of
jour Pennsylvania. \Y1llia111 than lliroutrh
Thomas. It looks to me more like John,
'brother of Thomas, who sold hi* >-cal{estate in 1771.', ami the fact that "J. I'."
appears 011 a tombstone near William
l'osey's iu Chester County, I'a., and that
he named his eldest s.m. John in Inn s.
mc to the belief that John Post y came
to Pennsylvania with his sons. Micaiali
and William, just prior to the Involu¬
tion. I am surprised that there -vere
no more I'oseys in Virginia, and ntnie
in Maryland except in Charles County.

I have recently made the acquaintance
of a Mr. Collins, who was reared at
Fairfax Court house, son of a In-. Col¬
lins. who went from here to Virginia
yearly forty years apo aiui died there
recently. Mi*. Collins has returned here

¦to live, but his sister lives in the old
homestead within a few rods of the
courthouse, imuI he urg« s me to go
there if it proves neee.Js.ary tr. «o to
Pairtax lie vitys Ihey will tie de-

.liuhted to enterta'n Bucks County p>*o-
j pie. and that tiie tamily will render m«
all tiie assistance iu their power to
further the search. II" says further
that a trolley line runs within one-
iliird of a mile of the courthouse direct
.from Washington, passing the histoi i<:
Palls Church, where Washington rind
John Posey worshiped. If you think

lit worth while, I will So kI-hI to pro
I under tiies< circumstance.', but it uiiptht'lie well to delay it a sltoil time for
feat a snowstorm miulit prevent the
< xaminatioii of tombstone , et\ lie
says Charles County. Mil., and I'urham
Parish are almost directly across the
Potomac, but that it would require some
roiMidabout travel to reach that localityfrom I'airfa.v. I will K"t the route mor.»
in detail, as I :..< <» Mr*. Cdlins cverv
day.

Muddy 1 "reek Korks
I »e. ember 1 ) '. 1 'J.

I >0:1 r ifn tot .

My grandfather wa:- of Scotch-Irish
i'i' "cent ami my grandmother was of
Knglisli descent Wh-ther they or their
parents came from Ireland a! 111 Pti)*-
land I cannot -ay. 1 hiiv no knnwl-
'dpe of their heinu in Virginia or Mhrv
land. 1 oft* 11 heaid my father say that
his father was a Revolutionary soldier
from Chester County. Flut farther back
than that I canm.i no. i sui sorry I
did net take more interest in the n:at-
ter before my father died, lie filed inllSSJ. at th* a«e of seventy -two

Yours with respect,
W. 1. I'iiSKY

1 To lie Colltili led Next S lialay.>

HEATHSVILLE ,
I Special to Tlie Times-Dispatch. 1

1110AT I ISV I l,l,K. VA.. December -o.--

.1. I!. Cralle and son, J. 15.. Jr.. of Wash-
ingtoit. are spciulinK Christinas at
"Campbell ton" wltli Mrs. T. A. Crulle.
Wayland l>oKnett, of Wccms was a]recent visitor in lleathsvlllc.
Miss llattie Mitchell, of Warsaw,'visited Miss Heali Hlce this week.Mrs. Mettle Walker, of Washington, ivisited her brother, 11. C. Itowe.
Mr. and Mrs. *Harding Walker!have returned from a recent trip tolialtlmo re.
Mr. and Mrs. «Jcorj;e Walker. «»f"I'oplnr I'lain," Westmoreland County,have hveii visiting at the home of Mr.

ami Mrs. Ilardinpr Walker.
Kdwurd Wilkie and W. II. Uosen-

herr.v. of Pennsylvania, wore rccent
guests of t.eorgc IX Shirley.II. t'. Itowe ami Mrs. I.loyd Itowe
are homo from a trip t«> Washington.Miss Marguerite Smith, of "Sunny-side," has returned from a visit inHaljtlmore. and Washington.I'»r. Meade St 1111 Hrent, of Peters¬burg. is visiting at "Roanoke." thehome of his father. Dr. A. M. If rent.H. Miihoii Hrent and Uaurenec Hrent.of lileiiH Kails. X. V. and Mi/u SarahRandolph Hrent, of llnrrisoubui g Nor¬mal School, are home with thvir father.It. S. Hrent, for the holidays.Henry Martin Walker an 1 W. S.Hrent. of William and Maiy College,are at home for t'hristm.is. MissKelt rice Itiee. of Kredericksbu rg Nor¬mal, is also at home.

A. .1. Itcamy, Jr., and family havemoved t<> their home, "Cupids." nearKdwnrdsville. Mr. and Mrs. \ It. Hallami family have moved Into the homeleft vacant by them.

The* Bronze Hoot "hit" of
tin* season, the most stylish
nod beeomini; Moot shown this
year. Light welt soles and
leather Louis heels. Kxtra
value at the Dabney price of
so.

The Money You Received for Christmas
.Why Not Put it in

FINE FUR S ?

liaaee
Z)j?6'nc6've ~Haa?e

Se6f POX
Shows the tich
fullness,beautiful
coloring:and pre
nouncca animal-
effect-which make
it noted in anygathering.
jQWiblifpriced

Tlirrr I* Sri'iirltj In llrnlliip
Willi nn Old I'.* »ti l>lln licrl

Our DISSOLUTION SALE is rapidly drawing to a close. Just a few
clays more to purchase our celebrated COLONIAL MAHOGANY FURNI¬
TURE at cost prices.

If you received money for Christmas, this is an opportunity to invest it
in purchasing- our Furniture at prices never again to be offered as are pre¬vailing at this sale.

ur I:
tin© Standard

We have produced a standard which is the correct expression of per¬fect furniture. BIGGS' COLONIAL MAHOGANY FURNITURE is incom¬
parable. Its superiority is indicated by the purity of design, substantiality
of construction and elegance of finish. It is not a fad or fancy, but standard
type, always admired and demanded by connoisseurs.

Thousands of Dollars Yet Unsold
Thousands of dollars worth of our goods are yet unsold. We are offeringthis stock at factory cost. Hundreds have purchased, realizing that values

advertised were rare opportunities.
If you have not taken advantage of this Dissolution Sale, we urge you

to call this week. Christmas rush is over and we can give you the best of
service.

318 East Franklin Street.
°5>

109 North Third Street.

\


